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It is oommonly held that neighborhood conditions* bad
associates, poor recreational facilities and poverty are
accountable for the production of delinquency* In truth
these are destructive influences, but seeking further, it
appears that the underlying causation can always bo asso¬
ciated with some discomfort arising from unsatisfying hu¬
man relationships
With this thought in mind, society should help the delinquent to
achieve the things he or she is entitled to and at the same time help
him to accept the fact that he might not be able to got everything
he wants* The community must also realize that before it can attempt
to treat the delinquent or restore him to accepted forms of behavior,
it must discover the stimuli in the delinquent's environmental setting
and within the delinquent himself which constitute the predisposing
and precipitating cause of his behavior*
The Purpose of the Study
This study proposes to examine certain readily ascertainable
peculiarities of adjustment which have been characteristic of fifteen
attempted suicides occurring at the New York State Training School
for Boys, Warwick, New York, January, 1943, to December, 1948, with
a view to determining (a) the predisposing and (b) the specific pre¬
cipitating factors in each case, and (o) in what ways the outcome of
attempted suicide might be guarded against*
Sheldon Glueck and Eleanor Glueok, Five Hundred Criminal Careers
(New York, 1930), p* 217*
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Method of Procedure
The case records at the New York State Training School for Boys
were used for this study. The complete case history of each hoy was
studied in the light of previously formulated schedules. The data
thus secured was subsequently classified and analyzed.
In addition, personal interviews were held with (a) social workers
and other members of the staff of the New York State Training School
for Boys, and (b) those subjects who remained institutionalized at the
Training School in December, 1348.
Definitions
The words "delinquency" and "delinquent" have varied in usage with
the individual community and community leader. In general, it could be
defined as "any such juvenile misconduct that might be dealt with under
law."^
For the purposes of this study, a "delinquent child" is defined
according to the Now York State Law (Chapter 254, Laws of 1924), as
follcws»
The words "delinquent child" shall mean a child over
seven and under sixteen years of age
1. TTho violates any law of this state or emy ordinance of
the city of New York, or who commits any act which if com¬
mitted by 8m adult would bo an offense punishable otherwise
than by death or life imprisonment;
2. Who is incorrigible, ungovernable or habitually dis¬
obedient and beyond the control of his parents, guardian,
or custodian or other lawful authority;
3. ^Tho is habitually truant;
1
John Cabot, The Delinquent Child (New York, 1932), p. IS.
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4, Ifho, without just cause and without consent of his parent*
guardian or other custodian, deserts his home or place of abode}
5, Wh© engages in any occupations which are in violation of
law;
6, lYho begs or who solicits alms or money in public places;
7# Who associates v;ith immoral or vicious persons;
8, Who frequents any place the maintenance of which is in
violation of law;
9, Who habitually uses obscene or profane language;10,Who so deports himself as willfully to injure or endanger
the morals or health of himself or others.
Quoted from the Annual Report of the Childrens Court of the
City of New York, 1930, p. 11.
CHAPTER II
INSTITUTIOHAL BACKGROUND
The New York State Training School for Boys was founded in aooor-
danoe with Chapter 638 of the Laws of New York State, dated March SO,
1932*
There shall he a state institution for the oare and
training of juvenile delinquents, which institution shall
he known as the New York State Training School for Boys*
It shall he under the direct supervision and control of
the department of social welfare*
Until otherwise provided hy law, the ohjeots and pur¬
poses of such school shall he the oare and training of
juvenile delinquents properly committed in accordance with
existing laws, who have not attained the age of sixteen
years at the time of their commitment*^
This school is located four miles east of the village of Warwick
on a site which has been a farm since colonial days*
For some years it had been used as a reformatory for
inebriates and drug addicts and later as an honor colony
of the New York City Reformatory at New Hampton*^
Although Warwick was not officially established until 1932, the first
group of boys, six in number, were admitted to the school in June, 1930*
These boys were transferred from the New York House of
Refuge, an institution established for the oare of delin¬
quent boys of the city of New York and its vicinity*®
Construction of new building began in the fall of 1930*
By July 1, 1932, there were approximately 170 boys at this
school, all transferred from the House of Refuge* The first
cottage was not occupied until the spring of 1933, and on June
9, 1933, the first boy was oomnitted directly to the institution**
^Walter R* Monteser, Organisation for Treatment at the New York








The Setting*—- The New York State Training School for
Boys is a modern plan institution located in Orange County,
New York, some fifty miles from New York City* The grounds
consists of some 740 acres of rolling land at the foot of the
picturesque Pamapo mountains, adjacent to Wickham Lake*
This small body of fresh water provides a convenient place
for both swimming in summer and ice skating in winter* Ap¬
proximately 360 acres are under cultivation and supply a
considerable part of the institution’s food* This farm land
is being increased as more acres are cleared year by year*
Because the school has its own water supply, power plant,
fire department and sewage disposal plant it is regarded
as a self-contained community*^
Buildings*— The buildings, with the exception of the farm group,
are a red brick with red tile roofs* They are divided into four groups,
as follows*
1* The School and vocational buildings and cottages;
2* The administration and quarantine building;
3* The staff residential group;
4* The farm buildings*
The first group consists of sixteen separate cottages,
an academic school building and a vocational building* One
of the cottages is used as the Catholic chapel, and the
old boys’ dining room is temporarily used as the Protestant
chapel* The remaining fifteen are the living quarters of
the boys and the cottage staff* Each of these cottages has
space for thirty-two boys* All sleeping accommodations for
boys are on the first floor* The second floor of each cottage
is divided into two apartments, each consisting of two rooms
and bath for the cottage staff*
The school building contains fourteen class rooms, two
industrial arts shops, a studio of creative arts, a library,
a music room, a store, the necessary office and recreation
rooms* Attached thereto is the gymnasium and auditorium
building, which contains modern moving picture apparatus
and a stage for dramatic performances*
The vocational building contains the printing, car¬
pentry, shoo repair, occupational therapy, sheet-metal, auto-
mechanics and barber shops, two class rooms, the Protestant
Ibid • » pp. 5-6.
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chapel, the staff dining room, the store rooms, a refrigera¬
tor plant, the main kitchen, the bakery, €ind nine cold stor¬
age rooms. The laundry and power house buildings are attached
to the vocational building.
The administration building is a two story structure of
a modified form containing the superintendent’s office,
the business office, the record department, the social ser¬
vice department; the offices, laboratory and examining rooms
of the Medical Department and the offices of the psychiatric
and psychological staff. The hospital and the reception
units are on the second floor.
The hospital has accommodations for ten boys in indivi¬
dual rooms and sixteen in a ward. There is a play room, a
living and dining room for patients# and a small kitchen for
preparing special diets. The operating room is well equipped
for major and minor surgery. In addition, there is a treat¬
ment room, a nurses’ office and the necessary sanitary fa¬
cilities.
The reception unit consists of individual rooms for six¬
teen boys, a play room, a library, a dining room and a kitchen.
There is a tr/o room and bath apartment for the couple in charge.
Due to the convenience of its location, the contact between
the reception unit and the medical-psychiatric department can
be very close. The reception unit has been placed under the
direct supervision of this department, thus offering the best
opportunity for intensive study of the boys during their re¬
ception period.
The staff residential group consists of:
(a) The superintendent’s residence;
(b) The four-family staff building, containing apart¬
ments for the administrative staff;
(o) The staff building, of forty-eight rooms in groups
of two, for teachers and office staff;
(d) The staff kitchen and dining building containing
tv/enty-six rooms for single occupancy, a kitchen,
and two dining rooms for the staff;
(e) The 'Manor House' having two apartments for members
of the administrative staff
The farm buildings consist of a oowbarn with two silos,
chicken house, piggery, a brooder house, horse barn and
automotive repair shop, a green house and a storage building.
The live stock consists of five horses, fifty head of cattle
including calves being raised, seventy-five to 150 hogs and
a flock of 600 to 1,000 hens. The farm machinery and equip¬
ment are modem with a complete line of tillage and harvest¬
ing tools. Two types of tractors are used; the crawler type
for muck land and the four wheel rubber mounted for up-land.
Medical and Research Department.— The medical work of this school
Ibid., p. 7.
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has been under the direct control and guidance of the Columbia Presby¬
terian Medical Center of New York City* The Medical Center has supplied
a resident staff with consultant services from the Medioal Center* and
has also provided diagnostic and treatment facilities at its Vanderbilt
Clinic*
On the resident staff there has been a physician (who was locally
responsible for the entire hospital organisation)# a dentist# three
trained nurses# three orderlies and medioal attendants*
Psychiatric Service*— The psychiatric cases of the school have
been supervised by the psychiatrist, who was a full-time worker* He
organized his work into three divisions: (l) the initial or diagnostio
study, (2) sponsorship, and (3) intensive treatment*
The diagnostio study is an attempt to understand the
boys and to detect so far as possible etiological factors
in his delinquency* It seeks to focus attention particular¬
ly upon the remediable factors in his maladjustment and the
treatable aspects of his problem*^
The sponsor sought to interpret the training school to the boy
and the boy to the training school* His relationship to the boy was
similar to that of lawyer to client* It included acting as a friend
in need, straightening out difficulties, etc*
Intensive treatment was time-consuming and could be carried on
to only a limited extent* Such cases were carried by or in consulta¬
tion with the psychiatrist*
Psychological Service*— The Psychology Division, consisting of
a full-time psychologist and two internes, was concerned primarily
^Ibid*, p* 16*
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with the administration of psyohometrio and school achievement tests*
Social ServiceThis department consisted of a senior social
worker and three additional social workers* Those four persons, plus
the psychologist and the psychiatrist, composed the department known
as the "clinic*" The superintendent of the school was an ex-officio
member of this department*
Home Life*— This department was concerned entirely with the life
of the boy in the "cottage area" and was headed up by a supervisor, who
coordinated the services of the cottage parents and the work supervisors*
Department of Education*— This department was headed by a Director
of Education, who had a staff of nineteen teachers teaching academic and
vocational subjects*
Department of Recreation*— This department was supervised by a
recreational director, assisted by three physical training supervisors*
Their program was so widely organized that every boy was Interested in
some part of it*
Religion*— The school had two resident chaplains, a Roman Catholic
priest and a Protestant minister* Each chaplain conducted regular
religious services* Each boy had to attend either the Catholic or Pro¬
testant service*
The number of Jewish boys at this institution has always
been less than ten, the number required to form a Jewish
congregation* No rabbi has therefore been engaged as a chap¬
lain, nor is there one in Warwick or any other place nearby
whose services might be available* A class in Jewish religious
instruction has been formed under the direction of one of the
Jewish teachers, who has volunteered this service*^
'Ibid *, p* 41*
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Training School Program and Treatment
Boys were admitted to the Training School from the boroughs of Man¬
hattan, Queens, the Bronx, Brooklyn and Richmond. Boys were also ad¬
mitted from Orange County, where the school was located.
In the New York City Children's Court the judge pursues
the following courses of aotioni (l) he may dismiss the
child upon arraignment for insufficient evidence; (2) he may
find him delinquent but dismiss him with a warning or a fine;
(3) he may find him delinquent sind refer him to the Proba¬
tion Department for investigation. The child nay be dismissed,
placed on probation, or committed or remanded to an institution.^
Commitment to a training school by a Children's Court is a shocking
experience to virtually any boy. His mind, as he arrives at the school,
is filled with doubts about his immediate future. Ho is actually
frightened, although his fear may be masked by bravado or an air of an¬
tagonism. The kind of reception he is given by the school does contri¬
bute to the success or failure of the child's institutional adjustment.
The basic philosophy of Warwick, as the school is usually called,
may perhaps be stated as follows*
That the causes of each individual child's difficulty
must be carefully studied, and his treatment by all persons
and departments of the school so planned as to counteract
the defects of his previous experience. In this way, it is
believed a child may be led to acquire better social attitudes
and return to the community with a strengthened physical, men¬
tal and moral equipment to face life as he finds it
As soon as a boy was registered in Warwick, the Clinic Case
Sophia Moses Robison, Can Delinquency Be Measured? (New York, 1936),
p. 25.
2
Walter R. Monteser, New York State Training School for Boys, An In¬
formative Review of the Entire Program of a Progressive State School (New
York, 1941), p. 14.
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Supervisor, or, in case of absence, the clinic worker on reception duty,
would show the boy a model of the school and encourage him to ask questions*
The boy was given the school's handbook for students and, by reading this
and talking to the case worker, he learned what he would be expected to do
and hem to go about it*
The one question most often asked by the nev/ boy was, "How long will
I have to stay here?" The usual reply was that the length of time a boy
remained at the Training School depended upon the boy's adjustment to the
school's program and the plans made for him by the school*
Another question generally asked wasj "When will I be allowed to go
home for a visit?" The worker then explained to him that boys who had
been at the school for at least three months, and whose conduct and work
have been good, were permitted to go home for short visits*
After this introduction, he went to the Medical Unit for a complete
physical examination by the school physician and the school dentist* Un¬
less there was some condition requiring hospitalization, the boy went next
to the reception unit*
Reception Unit*— During the boy's stay in reception, which was nor¬
mally two weeks, he was very closely observed by the case worker and the
cottage parents* He was also given a series of psychological tests and
was interviewed by the psychiatrist* He lived in an individual room, which
he cared for, and he did various light assignments of outside work* The
case worker continued to see the boy as frequently as was necessary to
complete the preliminary personality study on which the reception transfer
was based* The worker secured from the boy certain identifying data con¬
cerning his family, places of residence and schools he had attended* In
addition, the boy was led to talk about his home and school life, companions.
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the delinquencies which led to his commitment and his vocational interests
and aims. An attempt was also made to reach an understanding of the hoy’s
general attitude toward himself and others and of the underlying motives
for his conduct. The worker discussed the hoy's behavior with the re¬
ception parents and the reception work supervisor. In this way, the worker
was kept informed of any outstanding characteristics which would require
special attention in handling the hoy. This referred especially to dis¬
ciplinary difficulties, sexual problems, emotional disturbances or signi¬
ficant information pertaining to the hoy's home condition.
At the end of the two-week reception period, a report known as the
"Reception Transfer" was prepared. This transfer was a summary of the re¬
sults of the reception study.
This report comprises the following items: problem, back¬
ground, personality, education, psychological report, medical
report, the reception supervisor's observations, the boy's ex¬
pressed job interests and the clinic recommendation.^
Its purpose was to give the institutional departments guidance for the
boy's initial cottage, school, work and recreation program. The case
worker wrote the transfer, incorporating the findings and observations of
the other clinical departments. This report was then presented to a
committee composed of the assistant superintendent, the educational director,
the vocational director, the chaplain and the case worker. The boy was
then transferred to the regular institutional program. His assignments in
the cottage, school and vocational area were made according to the re¬
commendations of the committee. The following two cases illustrate the
type of study and treatment outlined in the reception transfer:
Walter R. Monteser, op. cit ., p. 26.
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Case A
J. was a white hoy of foreign-hom parents. He was four¬
teen years old when he was admitted to the Training School on
6-4-47.
From 3-23-36 until 2-9-42, J. was under court supervision
as a neglected child. Prior to his commitment to the Training
School he was before the court three times on charges of theft,
desertion of the home and attempted burglary.
On the Stanford Binet psychological examination he scored
an I.Q, of 106j on the 'ffeohsler Bellevue he scored an I.Q. of
104. His mechanical intelligence was described as mediocre.
On the Goodenough Man Drawing Test, he rated "superior artistic
and conceptual ability."
During the medical examination he was described as coopera¬
tive, very noisy, "wise-guy," type, fairly well nourished, well-
developed and a fair posture. Weight* eighty-five pounds;
height, fifty-six inches. Average weight for height and aget
seventy-seven pounds, J, had a history of minor childhood
diseases .
During the reception period, he was described as real be¬
havior problem who needed firm supervision as well as strict
discipline. He insisted on having his own way at all times.
He was loud and boisterous and tried to impress the other boys
with his "toughness," He was "an agitator" and on numerous
occasions threatened to run away. He was lazy, did poor work,
was careless and untidy with himself and his clothing, used
profane language, and had no respect for authority.
His behavior seemed to have been due to his home situation.
His father was noted as being extremely cruel and abusive, es¬
pecially when drunk. The mother was a sickly woman, having
suffered from tuberculosis. She had also been brought up in
foster homes. J, was seen as a neglected insecure child who
has had his own way over a long period of time. He has re¬
ceived very little guidance and supervision in the home.
He seemed to believe that with temper tantrums he could
obtain anything he wanted. When frustrated, he reacted with
hostility and aggression.
Worker recommended that J, be placed in a cottage with
understanding parents who would offer both emotional as well
as physical security. It was also recommended that he be
assigned to school all day. Both assignments were made.
Case B
L, was a fourteen-year-old Negro boy who was admitted to
the Training School on 4-30-48 on the allegation that he had
snatched a pocketbook containing money. L, first appeared in
court in 1941 as a neglected child. He was committed to Yfilt-
wyok School, where he remained until September, 1943. L, made
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his second court appearance in February, 1948, on a petition
alleging burglary* He was paroled to his mother pending in¬
vestigation* It was during this period of probation that L*
became involved in the pocketbook episode*
On the Stanford-Binet test he scored an I.Q* of 80* On
the Wechsler-Bellevue psychological examination, he scored an
I*Q. of seventy-two, (a verbal I.Q. of sixty-seven and a per¬
formance I.Q. of eighty-five.) The revised Stanford Achieve¬
ment test average grade score of 2*7. L* showed third grade
performance generally with arithmetic and spelling below this*
During the reception period he was described as being ex¬
tremely self-centered, demanded his way at all times, resented
supervision and reacted in a pugnacious and hostile manner to any
attempt to direct his activities*
In the group situation, he was always in trouble because
of his aggressiveness and his inability to absorb the normal
’’give and take” of group living* When frustrated, he appeared
to lose all self-control, and efforts to deal with him on a
level of reason wore futile*
L’s * disturbed condition seemed to be the result of a
very poor home situation* The mother identified the boy with
the father, whom she characterized as ’no good'* She neglected
L* because of his inability to measure up to his two siblings*
The boy was seen to be in need of extremely patient guidance
and very close clincial sponsorship* Prognosis poor*
The Case Conference
In order to see how well the tentative program and plans of treatment
were meeting a boy's needs, his case was reviewed at intervals by the case
committee* After leaving reception, the boy's case was reviewed in
approximately two months* Careful accounts and interpretations of the
boy's behavior and general reaction to the school and program were given
by his case worker, cottage parent, work supervisor, teacher, recreational
supervisor and chaplain* As a result of these reports, the committee
decided whether to approve of the boy's assignments or recommend changes,
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Total 15 9 6
2 months 5 3 2
3 months 3 1 2
4 months 3 2 1
5 months 2 1 1
Over 5 months 2 2
Various reasons were given as to why the time between admission to
the Training Sohool and initial review at a case otxiferenoe varied to
suoh an extent* Some of these reasons werei (l) the oases oould not be
scheduled in the usual two months because of the shortage of case workers
at the school; (2) preference was given to the boys who were making the
best adjustment in the school's program; (3) four of the boys had run
away from the school after having been there less than tv/o months*
The following case is cited to illustrate the type of study and
treatment outlined in the case conference.
Case C
J. was a small, blond-haired white boy* On his medical
check for case conference, he weighed 110 pounds and was 62^
tall* He had no significant medical history* He was 1^
taller and had gained four pounds in weight since admission*
This writer had been in close contact with J ever since his
admission to the Training School* The boy related very well
during interviews, was very talkative, pleasant and polite*
He had shown himself to be very confused and disturbed about
his home situation and had, on a number of occasions, ver¬
balised ambivalent feelings towards both his father and step¬
mother* He had not been able to adjust to Training Sohool
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routino and had* until reoentlyy been assigned to the
training school's speoial "runaway" group.
J’s background had largely been a negative one. He
had been placed in a number of abnormal situations, such
as living for weeks at a time with older women who were
sexually promiscuous. At times, he had become a rival in
his father's eyes for his young stepmother's affections.
His father reacted by administering severe corporal punish¬
ment .
He had been reared by two successive stepmothers,
both of irtiom were women of the street. His father appeared
to be rather an inadequate and rejecting person, who had
failed to give the boy proper supervision and guidance, and
whose strict discipline caused the boy to desert the home
a number of times.
The boy was very confused and upset. He frequently com¬
plained of headaches and other illnesses for which no phy¬
sical basis had been found.
Recommendations: (l) referral for evaluation and follow¬
up interviews with the psychiatrist, and (2) a second review
in six months.
J. was tested on January second. He obtained an I.Q. of
ninety-two on the Herring Binet. Other tests given held up
pretty well to this level. On the Mechanical Aptitude test
he placed at the twenty-first percentile for his chronologi¬
cal ago. He obtained a 7.2 average grade equivalent.
An all-day school assignment was suggested for this boy.
Mr. X., recreation director, reported J was a rather weak
boy and behaved quite well except when disturbed. Ho wasn't
very active in recreation but did not present any serious
problem except for requiring close supervision,
Mr. L., work group supervisor, reported J had been in his
group since 1-6-47. He was considered a run-away risk at all
times. He did his work well and got along well with the rest
of the boys.
Mr, G., composite shop instructor, reported J was only
in the shop two hours; therefore, he could not give an opinion
of the boy.
Mrs, S,, elementary school teacher, reported J. was very
quiet and well-beiuived in the classroom. He was slow, and al¬
though ho had the highest average grade of the group, he
seemed to act very dull. He got along well with the group and
seemed to have respect for rules and regulations.
Father D., Roman Catholic chaplain, reported J, had not
been confirmed nor had ho received first communion. His father
was a Protestant, and his mother was a Catholic, His step¬
mother was also of the Roman Catholic faith.
Mr. T., A-3 cottage master, reported L was a boy of pleas¬
ing appearance, always clean and neat. He did not use profane
language and was a good worker. He was always complaining
about being sick, "something different every day." He received
mail and packages from home but never seemed to be satisfied.
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He was always willing to talk about his stepmother and his
sex troubles*
The psychiatrist. Dr. K., reported J. was a very dis¬
turbed boy who had developed a technique which was very
difficult to penetrate. He was a smooth appearing boy who
superficially gave the impression of a very happy and well
adjusted youngster. He lied deliberately and without any
guilt and evaded arty situation which might bring on discom¬
fort. Because of the nature and the severity of the boy’s
emotional problems, it was felt that he would not bo able
to resolve his conflicts without direct treatment. The boy
had resisted every effort to probe beneath the surface, show¬
ing types of defense pattern which effectively blocked the
establishment of a meaningful therapeutic relationship.
It was recommended that he be reviewed in August. No
change in present program.
In the case cited, each department of the school gave its evaluation
of the boy’s progress in the school’s program. On the basis of these
evaluations, it was not deemed advisable to change the boy’s cottage,
school, or vocational assignment. The committee selected a date for
another review of this case. The committee also placed the boy in one
of five groupings or categories used by the school to classify boys who
exhibit certain common problems and needs*
Classification of Categories
Classification is a key to meeming* It is an essential
part of the diagnostic process, its validity depending on
the noting of real and not chance resemblances* Classifica¬
tion is indispensable to thought.^
In considering these classifications, it should bo recognised that
any categorizing is difficult to defend, due to the overlapping and com¬
bination of the many factors in a given personality. The pattern of be¬
havior in a given case usually led to placement in one of five categories*
Gordon Hamilton, Theory and Practice of Social Case Work (New York,
1946), p. 147.
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In an addrass delivered at the New York State Conference of Social
Work held in New York City, October, 1940, Dr* Herbert D, Williams,
Superintendent, New York State Training School for Boys, gave the follow¬
ing description of the categories employed by the schooli
The first is the situational group* Cases falling
into this group are essentially normal* There is no
great personality distortion or gross conflict. The boy
is adjudged to be capable of normal, constructive res¬
ponse to a normal, constructive environment* He may be
a boy with a record of good social adjustment who be¬
came involved in delinquent acts during puberty and adol¬
escence* While the delinquency may be serious, it usually
has a short duration* Very often the source of the diffi¬
culty can be found in the home, neighborhood or school
area* A manipulative type of environmental treatment is
necessary*
The second group has been described as a personality
group* This group includes boys with deep-seated emotional
problems as factors in delinquency* Those problems have
typically arisen in a family situation in which the child
has been exposed to some emotionally crippling experience*
Such boys are commonly not capable, unaided, of normal con¬
structive response to a normal constructive environment*
They usually require intensive psychiatric service to help
them work through their conflicts*
The third group is the a-soolal group* This group in¬
cludes boys who appear to lack significant attachments or
loyalties* Such a boy may come from a family in which ho
has been ’spoiled’ or pampered; where he has been accus¬
tomed to having his own way in all his contacts with other
people, and the pattern has beqp established over a long
period of years so that the boy has developed into an
egocentric type of person who is not in conflict at all
in regard to the means which he uses to attain his own
ends* On the other hand, he may have been rejected from
an early age* At any rate the delinquent's responses are
the same whether the parents manifest one extreme or the
other*
Lawson C* Lowery refers to this group as psychopathic
personalities. He believes that there are no intellectual
defects or impairment but that the ’moral senses' are
unable to learn by experience even though intelligence is
inadequate* He believes they are untreatable*1
Lawson G* Lowery, Psychiatry for Social Workers (New York, 1946),
pp* 240-43*
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The fourth type is called pseudo-social. This group
includes boys whose attitudes and standards are those of
the delinquent group and who have strong loyalties to other
delinquents. This group differs from the a-social group in
that its members do have loyalties and do have guilt feel¬
ings over violations of standards. The problem is to re¬
direct their loyalty into socially acceptable channels.
The fifth group, and this is the smallest one, may be
called the medical group. It is made up of boys with emo¬
tional problems stemming from physical disabilities. The
Medical Department takes the treatment responsibility of
this group.
As this study was limited to boys who presented emotional disturbances,
the entire group, with only two exceptions, is represented in the personal¬
ity category.
TABLE 2








Total 16 6 9
Personality 13 5 8
Personality with
Situational Aspects 1 1 -
Pseudo-Social with
A-Social Trends 1 «■ 1
Case Review
A boy was not committed to the training school for a specified
period of time. The length of time he remained at the school depended
primarily upon (l) how successful he had been in adjusting himself to
^Herbert D. Williams, "Factors in Case Work with Delinquents
Which Require Special Emphasis" (Address delivered before the Now
York State Conference of Social Work, New York, October, 1940), pp.
6-10 (Mimeographed).
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the school's program, and (2) whether the conditions of his home were
favorable enough for his return. All factors being favorable, a boy
could expect to remain in the training school at least eight months.
However, a few boys had been discharged in less than eight months.
"The current training program of the school is
geared to train a boy not longer than two years.
Nevertheless, we find instances where boys have re¬
mained for a longer period of time."^
It has been shown in the case conference how the committee scheduled
the cases for review. When the appointed date arrived, the same committee
received reports from all departments in contact with the boy and dis¬
cussed the effectiveness of the boy's program. Finally, when, in the
opinion of the committee, the boy had become sufficiently well-adjusted
to warrant trial in the community, the committee so recommended and the
boy was made eligible for release pending investigation by the Social
Service Department. This department investigated the boy's home to as¬
certain if the conditions are favorable for his return. The department
also investigated the possibility of job placements for boys of sixteen
years of age who had secured their working papers. When the committee
considered these conditions favorable, the boy was released from the
training school. In those instances where the environmental conditions
were not favorable, the boy had the option of accepting foster home
placement or remaining at the school until at such time as the conditions
of the home were approved.
Table 3 shows the length of time after review that the boys in
^Statement by Fred B. Wall, Director of Education, New York
State Training School for Boys, personal interview. May 25, 1948.
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this study (1) remained at the training sohool, (2) were released to the
community, or (3) were transferred to other institutions. In the case of
the transferees, the oommittee believed that the needs of these boys oould
not be met at the training school* Hence, they were sent to other in¬
stitutions namely* Hampton Farms and the Elmira State Reformatory*
TABLE 3










Total 15 5 7 3
3-6 3 3
7 -10 2 - 1 1
11 -14 3 1 2 -
15 -18 4 3 1 -
19 -22 3 1 tm 2
The New York State Training School for boys has prided itself on
being not a penal institution but a social institution, whose purposes
were to re-educate and redirect the delinquent in acquiring better social
attitudes, that he might return to the community with a strengthened phy¬
sical, mental and moral equipment which would enable him to avoid those
rmladjustments which previously had brought him into conflict with so¬




It has long been recognized that in those areas in which there has
been an influx of European immigrants or rural Negroes, social redin¬
tegration has been painfully slow* This has often caused a breakdovm
in social control, which in turn has precipitated delinquent conduct*
However, the population with which this study is concerned has, in the










Total 15 6 9
Both Parents
Foreign Born 2 - 2
Father Foreign Born,
Mother Native 2 - 2
Both Parents Native Bom 11 6 5
In the Negro group, four families imigrated from the South* One
white family also came from the South*
Low economic status generally means segregation in
low rent areas, where people are isolated from many of
the cultural influences and forced into contact with many
of the degrading influences* In the city, poverty generally
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means a low social status, with little to lose,
little to respect, little to be proud of, little
to sustain the efforts of self-advancement • It
means bad housing conditions, lack of situation,
and lack of attractive community institutions.
It may meein that both parents are away from home
during most of the waking period of the children
and are burdened with fatigue and irritation
while they are at home. It is surprising, in view
of these conditions, that any of the poor people
renain law-abiding.^
For the purpose of this study, the homes have been classified
into three categories, defined as follows: (l) dependent—lacking
in the necessities of life or receiving aid from public funds or
from persons outside the immediate family, (2) marginal—living on
earnings that merely supply the basic necessities; likely to fall
into the dependent class during emergencies; (3) comfortable—hav-








Total 15 6 9
Dependent 11 5 6
Marginal 2 - 2
Comfortable 2 1 1
^Edwin H.
1939), p. 175.
Sutherland, Principles of Criminology (New York,
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TABLE 6










Elevator Operation - 1
Longshoreman - 1
Worker in Theatre - 1
Farmer - 1
Unemployed - 1
♦This takes account of only those fathers1 who are in the home*
Apparently, the majority came from the unskilled laboring class
None came from families of professional parents•
Is it not rather a human tendency to regard less
critically the behavior of the children who live on the
right side of the tracks than that of urchins who, sur-
prised in suspicious activity, react with an almost re-
flex furtiveness? The policeman is more prone to sus-
pect the poor man's child of theft and the rich man's
child of a prank
TABLE 7




Mothers gainfully employed 2 2
Mothers not employed 5 2
Mothers receiving A.D.C. 2 2
♦This takes account of only those mothers who are in the home*
^Sophia M. Robison, op* oit*, pp* 30-31*
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Table 7 shows that one-half of the mothers were unemployed
While the absence in the home of the mother or someone to supervise
the growing child has certainly much to do with the incidence of those con¬
ditions which are the fertile soil for delinquency, her presence in the
home is no assurance that the child is properly supervised.
Since the economic status of these families was low, it may well be that
the size of the family was a contributing factor in its disorganization.
There was a total of seventy-seven children in the families of the
boys studied. Below is given the number of children per family.
1 family boasted only 1 child
2 families n ft 2 children each
3 families ft tt 3 tt tt
1 family ft It 4 tt ft
2 families ft tt 5 It It
2 families It n 6 n tt
1 family It tt 8 tt tt
1 family ft ft 9 tt tt
2 families ft tt 10 tt ft
The median family boasted five children.
TABLE 8
FAI^ILY OFFENDERS




Total 15 9 6
Mother 3 3
Father 2 1 1
S ib 1 ings 6 4 2
None 4 1 3
30
In most instances these msmtiers of the family who had been guilty
of a major offense were older than the boy considered in this study. This
would indicate that the same factors which produced the delinquent boy
were operative on the older members of the family. Undoubtedly, in many
cases the younger offender, through identification and admiration, fol¬
lowed the delinquent behavior pattern set by the other members of the family.
The ideals of a family play a definite part in the
child's life. When there is alcoholism, vice or delin¬
quency on the part of the parents or siblings, the grow¬
ing child tends to fall into like patterns. The sugges¬
tions of overt conduct usually outweigh verbal admonitions
or pious hopes
One might classify neighborhoods as of three varietiesi
1. Favorable: no gangs; no centers of crime or vice within two
blocks; playgrounds within walking distance.
2* Fair: like type 1, but no new playgrounds.









Apparently none of the families lived in ’’favorable" neighborhoods.
Sheldon Glueok and Eleanora Glueck, One Thousand Juvenile De¬
linquents (Boston, 1934), p. 150.
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and only one lived in a neighborhood that was considered "fair."
CharacteristioB of Boys
One cause of delinquency seems to be a matter of the difference
between the cultural background of the family and that of the neighbor¬
hood. Lane Winthrop, in her study of the effects of cultural back¬
grounds on Negro and Puerto Rican delinquents in New York City# wrote:
The Negro population is yearly swollen by migrations
from the agricultural South and from Puerto Rico, an Ameri¬
can territory. This increase in population meant restricted
facilities for Negro child care, owing partly to geographical
crowding, partly to limitations placed on agencies by rules
of endowments, and in no small degree by discrimination of
custom. The Southern Negro and the Puerto Rican brings to
his new home different ideas and customs. Both experience
different difficulties in trying to adjust to an urban com¬
munity.^
The same problems that confront the Southern Negro emd the Puerto
Rican immigrant also confront Immigrants of other nationalities. Tannebaum
wrote:
The growing child in a modern large city is exposed
to a variety of conflicting stimuli, interests, and patterns.
Not only are there differences between the family, school,
church and street gang, but the family itself may be repre¬
sentative of a series of differences between parents and
children, between mother and father. What is approved in
one place is condemned in another.
Behavior is a matter of choice as to whose approval
you want, and whose approval you want may be determined by
such invisible and subtle influences as whom you like. Who
has given you pleasure, who has commended you.2
Table 10 indicates the places of birth of the boys used in this
study. It shov/s that fourteen of the boys were born in continental
United States and one in the territory of Puerto Rico, Of the
^Lane Winthrop, Foat Makes Crime? (New York, 1939), p. 15.
^Frank Tannebaum, Crime and the Community (Boston, 1938), p. 14.
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Total 15 9 6
NatIve Born 14 8 6
Born in North 11 7 4
Born in South 3 1 2
Foreign Born 1 1
TABLE 11
"LEGITIMACY" OF BOYS STUDIED
Number of Racial Group
Status Boys White Negro
Total 15 9 6
"Legitimate" 11 8 3
"Illegitimate" 2 2
Other* 2 1 1
♦Father denies paternity
Statistioally, in ai^ event, the suicides comprising the subjeot-
tuatter of this study do not represent any appreciable incidence of
birth out of wedlock*
Apparently, none of the boys were in a grade in advance of their
chronological age* Only two boys were in grades normal for their
chronological age* Two boys were non-readers and therefore were in
adjustment classes* The reasons given in the retardation oases were
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ohronio truanoy and an over-all dislike for school. Thirteen of the
boys were considered behavior problems in school.
TABLE 12








Total 16 9 6
In normal grade for
chronological age 2 2
Retarded one year 1 1
" two years 2 1 1
" three years 3 1 2
" four or more years 3 3
In adjustment classes 4 4
In order that these boys might be placed in grades and vocations
consonant with their abilities and limitations, psychological testing
was made of neuromuscular coordination, educational achievement, and
general intelligence. Boys with low I.Q.’s were retested at intervals,
and, if no improvement was noted, they were subsequently considered for










Total 15 9 6
70- 79 (Borderline) 3 2 1
80- 89 (Dull Normal) 3 1 2
90- 99 (Low Average) 7 4 3
100-109 (High Average) 1 1
110 or over (Superior) 1 1
Table 13 shows the abstract intelligence of the boys as revealed
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by psyohologioal tests given at the Training School* The scores range
from 72 at the lowest to 110 at the highest*
The significance of the abstract ability of the boys can be
illuminated if one compares the above scores with a scheme indicated
by Bellevue Psychiatrist, David Tfechsler* The scheme is as follows:
An I.Q* of 130 is excelled by 1 person in 100*
An I.Q* of 120 is excelled by 25 persons in 100*
An I.Q. of 110 is excelled by 50 persons in 100*
An I.Q. of 90 is excelled by 75 persons in 100*
An I.Q. of 80 is excelled by 90 persons in 100*
An I.Q, of 70 is excelled by 97 persons in 100*
According to Wechsler’s scheme, nine of the boys had the ability
to successfully complete high school* (Nine of the boys were tested
on the Herring-Binet)*
Besides the general tests used to determine academic aptitude,
the boys were given tests which measured "mechanical intelligence,"
TABLE 14








Total 16 9 6
Excellent 1 1
Good 2 1 1
Fair 6 3 3
Poor 3 2 1
Very Poor 3 2 1
^David Weohsler, The Measurement of Adult Intelligence
(Baltimore, 1944), p* 42*
^Scores on the tests taken by the fifteen boys were available,
but information on the type of test given was available for only
eleven* These eleven boys had taken the Stenquist Mechanical Ap-
t itude Test •
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Apparently only one boy had high meohanioal aptitude.
Records of the boys admitted to Wamick showed that reading the comics
and attending the movies were their favorite diversions. However, there
was little or no evidence of direct bearing by these vicarious experiences
upon specific delinquent acts.
In Table 15, "constructive use" of leisure time implies membership
in or at least regularly frequenting supervised clubs or organizations.
It also means participating in interests and activities that ten toward
self-development.
"Negative use" means not engaging in harmful activities though at
the same time not using one's leisure time to best advantage.
By "harmful use" is meant pronounced anti-social behavior and
associations and indulgence in activities which ostensibly lead to
delinquency.
TABLE 15








Total 15 9 6
Constructive 1 1
Negative 3 2 1
Harmful 11 6 5
Apparently, only one of the fifteen boys used his leisure time con-
structively.
Six of the fifteen boys shined shoes to obtain spending money.
There was no report of work for nine. Because there was a law in the
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state of New York prohibiting the employing of persons under sixteen
years of age on a full time basis, the boys in this study necessarily
had a very limited oooupational history.
Health was considered an extremely important factor in the life of
each boy at the Training School.
TABLE 16






Total 15 9 6
Good Physical Condition 4 2 1
Overweight 1 1
Underweight 3 2 1
Venereal Disease 3 1 2
Defective Vision 2 2 1
Defective Speech 1 1
Other Ailments 1 1
In the case of the boy with defective speech, articulation was so
poor that the boy could not make himself understood. This impediment
was due to a congenital mal-formation of the speech organs.
Apparently, eight boys, evenly divided between Negro and white,
suffered from no serious physical disability.
Apparently, nine of the boys showed feelings of neglect or rejec¬
tion by either mother (in seven instances) or father (in two oases).
As stated in the previous chapter, boys were admitted to the New
York State Training School from the boroughs of Manhattan, Bronx,
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Total 15 6 9
1946 3 1 2
1947 5 4 1
1948 7 1 6
Commitments to the Training School are made hy
the Children's Court of New York City and include
Boys between the ages of 12 and 16 with all types
of offenses. Boys under 12 can be committed if found
guilty of felony, but for no other type of offense.^
The following are the offenses listed by the Chil¬
dren's Court and used to officially classify and re¬
gister a delinquent child. The classifications are:
(1) assault; (2) robbery; (S) burglary; (4) unlawful
entry; (5) stealing; (6) disorderly conduct; (7)
truancy; (8) peddling or begging; (9) ungovernable
New York State Department of Social Welfare, Social Welfare
Law (Albany, 1941), Art. 7, Section 430, p. 3.
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"behavior; (10) desertion of home; (11) violation of rail¬
road law; and (12) violation of corporation ordinances;
(13) unclassified*^
TABLE 19
AGES OF BOYS AT TIME OF ADMISSION
Number of Racial Group
Age Boys White Negro
Total 15 9 6
12 1
15 3 2 1
14 6 3 3
15 or over 5 3 2
TABLE 20








Total 48 28 20
Truanoy 9 5 4
Unlawful entry and stealing 8 3 5
Assault and robbery 6 4 2
Sex delinquency 4 3 1
Desertion of home 8 4 4
Burglary 4 3 1
Incorrigible and Ungovernable 8 5 3
Other 1 1
Apparently, there was more stealing among the Negro boys than
the Trtiite boys, but there were more sex offenses among the wihte boy
There were tv/o cases of rape and one case
case of homicide.
of sodomy* There was one
Sophia Moses Robison, op * cit *, p* 25*
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TABLE 21








Total 15 9 6
One 1 1
Two 2 1 1
Three 5 2 3
Four 4 2 2
Five 1 1
Six or over 2 2
The boy who was remanded to the Training School after his first
court appearance was the product of a very poor home situation* The
mother was reported as of low grade mentality. The father was a
chronic mental case and was institutionalized*
One boy appeared before the court eight times* He was born in
Puerto Rico* Like himself, his family as a whole had difficulty ad-
(justing to urban New York, as witness the fact tliat other members ef
the family had appeared before the courts*
In the New York City Children’s Court the judge pur¬
sues the following courses of action: (l) he may dismiss
the child upon arraignment for insufficient evidence} (2)
he may find him delinquent but dismiss him with a warning
or fine; (S) ho may find him delinquent and refer him to
the Probation Department for investigation* Subsequent to
the report of the investigation the child may be placed on
probation, discharged, or committed or remanded to an in-
st itution*^
The Median as well as the Modal number of appearances prior to
commitment was apparently three*
^Sophia M. Robison, op* oit*, pi 25*
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TABLE 22








Total 15 9 6
Placement on Probation 8 6 2
Commitment to Correctional Institution 4 1 3
Placement in Foster Home 3 2 1
The idea that under favorable conditions the delinquent can make
a better adjustment in his own homo and in his orm community is evident
from this table* Eight of the boys had been placed on probation in the
custody of their parents or guardians* Some of these boys had been so re¬
manded as many as seven times* As a matter of fact, the unfavorable con¬
dition of the home was the single deciding factor in the alternative dis¬
position of the other cases*
TABLE 23
PERSONS WITH WHOM BOYS WERE RESIDING






Total 15 9 6
Mother and Father 4 2 2
Mother and Stepfather 2 1 1
Mother 4 1 3
Father 1 1
Father and Stepmother 1 1
Poster Parents 1 1
Relatives 2 2
Apparently, eleven of the boys were from broken homes
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It is probable that children committed to institutions
for delinquents are more likely to come from broken homes,
inasmuch as the character of the home is an important fac¬
tor in the decision of the judge as to whether probation
or care outside the hon» is the treatment the child should
have
A large majority of the boys belonged to economically disadvantaged
groups. In most instances both parents were forced to seek employment
to round out the family income* These parents were either unskilled or
semi-skilled laborers and because of their low income were generally
located in the ’tenement* sections of the town*
Delinquency among members of the boy’s families was shown in eleven
of the fifteen oases, but in only five cases did it involve either parent*
Broken homes, large families, and limited intellectual capacity stand
out in the life histories of these boys*
The ordinal position in the family seemed significant* One was an
only child, two were the eldest, and three the youngest in their respec¬
tive families* Three were born out of wedlock*
^John Cabot, op * o it *, p* 362*
CHAPTER IV
CASE HISTORIES
The purpose of this phase of the study is to present a picture of
the family background of each boy* Each case is presented in summary*
emphasizing those factors which may have been the underlying causes of
the emotional disturbances which precipitated the suicidal attempt*
Case 1
A Case of Superior Intelligence,
an Accepting Grandparent, and Sodomy
James was a fifteen year old, well-developed, white boy
of superior intelligence* He was committed to the Training
School in July, 1946, on a first court appearance, on the
petition of his mother, who claimed he was "ungovernable,
incorrigible, habitually disobedient, and a chronic runaway*"
James* father was killed in a plane accident when the
boy was two years old* The mother had a cardiac condition
and appeared to the court to be emotionally disturbed* There
had been numerous paramours in the home since the father's
death*
Prior to commitment, James had been placed in a foster
home but deserted this home and went to live with his pater¬
nal grandmother in another city* He was making a good ad¬
justment here, but when his grandmother instituted adoption
proceedings, his mother returned him to her home*
During the first few months at "Warwick" he ran away four
times* The day following his last runaway attempt, Septem¬
ber 10, 1946, James attempted suicide* According to the
boy's own story, he had run away from uncongenial situations
"at least a hundred times*"
It was recommended that James be transferred to Bellevue
Hospital for psychiatric observation* Clinical investiga¬
tion of the attempted suicide revealed the precipitating
factor to be sexual pressure from other boys which developed
after he had permitted one boy to engage in sodomy with him*
However, the psychiatrist felt that underlying problems re¬
lating to his mother and to past experiences, creating an¬
xiety and guilt, were probably of greater significance in
motivating his self-destructive impulse*
James' behavior disturbances seem to have had their origin in an
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unwholesome home situation. He seemed to have felt rejected hy his
mother and to have resented her removing him from the grandmother's
home. TiTiile there were numerous paramours in the mother's home, the
hoy had little opportunity to establish a meaningful relationship
with adult male persons.
James was extremely distrustful of other people. Notwithstanding,
his weak oharaoter development made him uniquely open to suggestions by
more aggressive boys.
His mother, it would seem, could not be relied upon to furnish
support. Therefore, commitment to an extremely high-type foster home
with understanding and sympathetic parents, or if feasible, returning
him to his grandmother's home would seem indicated. The data at hand
would seem to indicate the latter solution as the wiser, which, of
course, would involve intensive case work with the mother.
Case 2
A Case of Physical Unattractiveness,
Paternal Passivity Coupled with Maternal
Domineeringness, and Manic Depression
John was a fifteen year old, white boy who was admitted
to the Training School with a record of four court appear¬
ances for unlawful entry and robbery. On admission, he
appeared to be a very immature, weak, and dependent boy with
deep-seated fears and feelings of inadequacy.
John was the second of three children and experienced
sibling rivalry. He had protruding teeth and was very sen¬
sitive about this, condition. In the public school area he
claimed the teachers made fun of him, which caused him to
truant and to become a disruptive influence in the class¬
room. John's father, was a small, quiet, passive man who
was very protective of his wife and son. John's mother, a
strict and domineering person, was over-protective of the
boy. In speaking of John, she projected all blame for his
problems to environmental conditions. The family was Roman
Catholic, and with the exception of John, attended church
regularly.
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During the time that John was at the Training School,
his adjustment was very poor. His moods and behavior fluc¬
tuated between cheerfulness and eagerness at one moment, to
sullenness and discourtesy at the next. His attitude on the
whole was aggressive and defiant. He refused to cooperate
with any of his supervisors or cottage parents and did not
respond to clinical treatment. He was unable to face the
group situation and repeatedly ran away from school. It was
decided that John’s behavior indicated that he could not pro¬
fit from the Training School's program, and it was recommend¬
ed that he be transferred to another institution whose program
might afford closer supervision of the boy.
In the nine months that John had been at the Training
School, he had made two suicidal attempts. The first attempt
had been made at the Training School after he had been there
seven months. The second attempt was made two months later.
Each attempt had followed an episode in which the boy had be¬
come involved in a fight with other beys in his group. In
both instances, he went through the motions of attempting to
hang himself, once using a piece of rope, and the other time
using his pajamas to form a noose. While the psychiatrist
felt the suicidal attempts were not genuine, he recommended
that the boy be transferred to Bellevue Hospital for psychia¬
tric observation.
John's emotional problems seem to have been the result of rigid handl¬
ing by the mother. This fostered dependency on her and led to his re¬
pressing his hostility toward her by directing it outside the home. He
was unable to make a satisfactory male identification with his passive
father, and this, along with his feeling of dependency, increased his
deep feeling of inferiority. The aggressive, defiant attitude which he
displayed was essentially a protective device to cover his own anxiety
and bolster his ego. When this overcompensatory mechanism failed him,
as it always did when he was actually confronted with reality situations
that threatened his sense of security, he sought relief by running away.
When he found all avenues of escape blocked, he would become de¬
pressed and threaten suicide. His self-destructive impulses seemed
essentially hysterical in character.
John was seen as being in need of parental substitutes whose
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handling would cause him to change his present feelings of hostility and
guilt toward adults* Probably, in a secure environment his fears would
be lessened, and he would acquire some stability and maturity*
Case 3
A Case of Parental Rejection and
Maternal Promiscuity
Robert was a fifteen-year-old Negro boy who was admitted
to the Training School after two court appearances* He was
a rather large, unattractive boy, who felt somewhat different
because of blindness in one eye, caused by an unexplained
childhood injury* He was born out of wedlock* He was the
product of extreme neglect and rejection by his mother and
putative father, who themselves were unstable individuals*
Prior to his commitment to the Training School, Robert had
spent eight years in foster homes or in other institutions*
He was the third of four children and one of two born out of
wedlock*
The mother was apparently given to sexual promiscuity*
She seemed limited both mentally and in terms of personality
resources* The legal father was lax in providing for his
family and took little or no interest in the children* He
frequently deserted the family, remaining away from the home
for indefinite periods* He was an alcoholic and very abusive
of the mother* He had an irregular work history, having fun¬
ctioned as chauffeur, pin-boy in a bowling alley, and a pain¬
ter*
In the Training School, Robert had continual difficulty
because of his aggressive behavior and his sullen and un¬
cooperative demeanor* He had been unable to get along with
the supervisors, cottage parents, or clinic workers*
After Robert had been at the Training School for two
months, he attempted to run away* Upon his return, he was
assigned to the ’’security unit*"^ The following month, he
again ran away from the Training School* He remained away
for approximately three weeks* Upon return, he was assigned
to the laundry* He refused to work, threatened the super¬
visor, and was again placed in the ’’security unit*” There
he continued to refuse to work, threatened bodily harm to
the supeiTTisor, and used vile and obsene language* The night
following this episode, Robert made a suicidal attempt*
This was a "discipline v/ork group” composed of boys who were be¬
ing reprimanded* They were assigned chores to do during their recrea¬
tional period*
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The oommittee felt that this boy's behavior had not im¬
proved during his stay at the Training School* In fact, they
believed his attitude had become worse* They believed that
the Training School did not have the facilities to deal with
this type of personality* Consequently, it was recommended
that he be transferred to the State Training School at New
Hampton, New York*l
Robert was a well-developed boy of average intelligence* The father
had deserted the family repeatedly, and the mother had led an "immoral"
and irresponsible life* Robert was neglected physically and emotionally*
He was first placed at the age of six and had lived almost continually
out of the home ever since* In none of these placements was his adjust¬
ment considered satisfactory* He interpreted efforts to help him as only
further evidence of rejection and a desire to punish him*
The prognosis for this boy was poor* He was a very self-centered
youngster with deep-seated fears and hostilities which were projected de¬
fensively against people in authority* It was thought that the ideal
type of program for Robert would have been a boarding school geared to
meet the needs of emotionally disturbed boys, where he could receive in¬
tensive psychiatric treatment as part of the school's regular program*
Unfortunately, no such institutional placement was available, in conse¬
quence of which fact there seemed to remain no alternative except his
transfer to a more autocratic environment*
Case 4
A Case of a Cardiac Motherhood and
A Deserting Father
Leroy was a fourteen-year-old Negro boy who was admitted
^Boys who do not profit from the regular training program at the New
York State School for Boys at Warwick, New York, and the State Agricultur¬
al and Industrial School at Industry, New York, are transferred to this
inst it ution*
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to the Training School with a long history of behavior dis¬
orders, the nature and severity of which suggested profound
disturbances of personality, probably of a psychopathic
character. It appeared from the history that he had been a
severely maladjusted child from his earliest years.
In 1941, he was admitted to ’’Wiltwiok School,”^ after a
court petition of negleot. His adjustment at that institu¬
tion was very poor. The report stated that he was a highly
unstable youngster with aggressive and assaultive tendencies.
He was of borderline intelligence. Observations of his
behavior in the clinic and in the group situations indicated
that he was an immature, self-centered youngster, emotionally
unstable and subject to episodes of excitement during which
he was abusively aggressive.
The mother was a "nervous” person and suffered from a
cardiac condition. The father had deserted the home seven
years earlier. There was evidence of sibling rivalry. The
mother identified the boy with the father, whom she charac¬
terized as "no good." There were also indications that the
boy was used as a pawn by both parents to get back at each
other.
Prior to his commitment, he was studied at Bellevue Hos¬
pital. They noted that his behavior at times approached the
psychotic level. At the Training School, Leroy's adjustment
was very poor. His episodes of excitement were precipitated
at times by nothing more than the nornal limitations of group
living. He was extremely self-centered, demanded his way at
all times, resented authority, and reacted in a pugnacious
and hostile manner to any effort to direct his activities.
The original records of this boy were transferred from
"Warwick" to "New Hampton." The duplicate records that re¬
mained at "Warwick" did not describe the nature of his sui¬
cidal attempt, which occurred four months after he was ad¬
mitted to the school. However, these records did state that
after the suicidal attempt he was taken to Bellevue Hospital
for medical treatment and further psychiatric observation.
After a prolonged period of observation, it was determined
that he was sane, and he was returned to "Warwick."
Leroy had been rejected by his mother because of inability to measure
up to his two siblings. This maternal rejection appears to have been
aggravated by severe parental conflict, in which the mother saw Leroy in
1
This is a school where the courts of the boroughs of Manhattan,
Piohmond, Owens, Bronx, and Brooklyn remand children under twelve who
are considered "neglected children." Sophia M. Robison, op. cit., p. 48.
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the image of his father and therefore used him as a scapegoat for her
marital frustrations*
The prognosis for Leroy's sooial adjustment at "Warwick" was poor*
The boy appeared unable to accept any limitations or restrictions* Kind¬
ness he considered weakness and generally reacted with abuse and defiance*
It seemed that the boy was in need of extremely patient care and guidance
and psychiatric treatment* (Notwithstanding, it was recommended that he
be transferred to the Training School at New Hampton*)
Case 5
A Case of an Alcoholic Father and
a Mentally Defective Mother
Jean was a small, twelve-year-old Italian boy, function¬
ing at the borderline defective level* He was the product
of unwholesome home situation, characterized by the irres¬
ponsibility of an alcoholic father and the inadequacy and
illness of a mentally unstable mother* Jean had a consistent
record of truancy in school and had been a serious behavior
problem in the community* He was the oldest of four children*
He had been known to the court since he was one year of age,
being brought in at that time on a neglect petition* The fa¬
ther was a native of Italy who had been in this country over
twenty-five years* He was noted for being extremely cruel
and abusive when drunk and a chronic trouble-maker* He worked
as a longshoreman* The father had deserted the family at fre¬
quent intervals* The mother was a product of a broken home
and had been brought up in foster homes* She had been in
several institutions for the mentally defective* She appeared
to be wholly dull and inadequate* She had been reared in a
neighborhood with poor recreational facilities, where the de¬
linquency rate was high* The children appeared to be uncared
for and were chronic truants* They had recently been returned
from institutionalization*
At the Training School, Jean was seen as an infantile and
insecure boy* His childish, self-centered, and attention-
getting behavior involved him in constant difficulties with
other boys* With adults, he was demanding and dependent, want¬
ing to be favored, and crying when he could not have his own
way*
This boy's original records were transferred to the Train¬
ing School at New Hampton* The records remaining at "Wai*wiok"
are incomplete* Therefore, no details of the suicidal attempt
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was available*
Jean was seen as an impulsive, hyper-active boy given to temper tan¬
trums* He felt especially insecure in the relationship with his mother
and feared the loss of her love through her favoring one of the other si¬
blings* He spoke bitterly of the abuses he suffered at the hands of his
father but expressed warmth and affection when he spoke of his mother*
When frustrated in his desires, he became loud, hostile, and antagonistic*
It was recommended that he be sent either to a state mental hospital
or to an institution for mental defectives* Again, since neither of these
alternatives were immediately accessible, he was transferred instead to
the more rigid environment of "New Hampton."
Case 6
A Case of a Murdered Father and a Mother Out-
of-the-Home in Gainful Employment
Francisco was a fourteen-year-old, quiet, small delicately
built Puerto Rican boy, who was committed to the Training School
after three court appearances* Francisco's problems stemmed
largely from a background of neglect* There had been many fam¬
ily problems* The father was murdered when Francisco was one
year old, and the mother was forced to seek employment to pro¬
vide for Francisco and his two brothers* With the mother out
of the home, Francisco did not receive adequate supervision*
Also, it was difficult for the mother to understand that the
boys were growing up in an environment different from her own
in Puerto Rice* The mother was a strict disciplinarian, and
there was constant bickering in the family because of her
attempts to force the boys to conform to her Puerto Rican cus¬
toms* She had previously had difficulties with her oldest
child and had had him institutionalized as an incorrigible*
Prior to his commitment, the court had placed Francisco in a
foster home, but he absconded*
At the Training School, it was found that Francisco was
of dull-normal intelligence* He lacked self-confidence and
constantly sought attention and affection* In the group situa¬
tion, he was found to be an "agitator" and generally disruptive*
He also appeared to be suffering from emotional deprivations and
was easily influenced by the more aggressive boys* The follow¬
ing statement taken from the hospital "log" of the Training
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School pertains to the suicidal episode:
’’Patient admitted to the hospital on November 9. (This
was approximately two months after the boy had been admitted
to the Training School.) During the initial interview, he
had a sad facial expression, appeared to bo under marked ten¬
sion, and wept considerably. His mood was characterised by
anxiety and depression. Speech was under moderate pressure,
with emotional blockings at intervals.”
Francisco had been without a father since the age of one year and
had been reared by a poor working mother and, to a great extent, by a
brother who had a record of institutionalization as a behavior problem.
Probably, he had been neglected at home and had suffered from sibling
rivalry. In the school area, he was regarded as a behavior problem. In¬
adequate family finances, inadequate neighborhood recreational facilities
and wayward associations, it seemed, helped to channel Francisco’s be¬
havior into socially unacceptable activities.
The prognosis for this boy's social adjustment at the School was
good. He appeared to be responding very well to the sympathy and support
ho was receiving in the school’s program.
Case 7
A Case of the Mother’s Institutionalization
for Criminal Offenses and Sex Relations with a
Promiscuous Stepmother
Juan was a short, stocky, blond, fifteen-year-old white
boy, who was remanded to the Training School after his fail¬
ure to make a satisfactory adjustment while on probation.
His only court appearance was on the father’s petition charg¬
ing that the boy was ungovernable, disobedient, a truant from
home and school, and sexually aggressive toward his step¬
mother. Juan was the product of a very poor, confused home
situation. Very little was known of the boy’s mother. Tfhen
he was six years old, the mother was placed in a reformatory
for women. She was reported to have been an alcoholic and
a ”oriminal." He had two stepmothers. The first stepmother
was a sexual delinquent, and the boy was exposed to sexual
delinquencies as well as maltreatment and rejection by this
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person* The second stepmother was a young prostitute
who had deserted her husband and was living with Juan's
father as his paramour. She was reported to have had
sexual relations with Juan which resulted in her be¬
coming pregnant.
The father appeared to be a temperamental and ex¬
citable person who tried to impress one with his ability
to cope with any situation. He was extremely confused
about the boy's sexual relationship with the stepmother.
He placed the blame on the boy and refused to believe
that his "wife” was voluntarily unfaithful* In the school
area Juan was a good student but truanted excessively.
At the Training School, Juan made excellent progress
in all areas. Hovjever, he seemed unable to solve his
problems and continually ran away from the school* These
runaway episodes were closely related to his strong feel¬
ings of guilt and fear resulting from the nature of his
relationship with his stepmother. Basically, he was a
very weak, dependent boy who could not face reality
situations. He usually reverted to some infantile me¬
chanism in an effort to find security.
This boy's original records were transferred to Belle¬
vue Hospital* The record that remained at the Training
School merely stated that Juan made a suicidal attempt
after having been apprehended trying to run away from
school* He had been at the school seventeen months when
this suicidal attempt was made. This runaway attempt
was his ninth attempt since he had been at the Training
School. Five of these attempts were successful
Juan d id not appear to be a serious delinquent; rather, he was
seen as a neglected, confused, and severely disturbed boy. He had
never had a real home or parents but only individuals who oared for
him according to their own degree of interest. This environment had
hardly been conducive to the boy's developing acceptable standards.
Juan was seen in need of complete re-training in acceptable standards
and moral codes. Since the disturbance seemed to be deep-seated, it
was suggested that Juan receive intensive psychiatric treatment*
The prognosis remained uncertain pending clarification, among
other things, of the boy's ability to work throu^ his ambivalent
feelings toward his father.
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Case 8
A Case of an Asthmatic Mother
And Sibling Offenders
Thomas was a fifteen-year-old Puerto Rican hoy* who was ad¬
mitted to the Training School after eight court appearances* He
was well-developed physically and low-normal mentally* He was
the fourth of nine siblings* The mother suffered from asthma, and
the responsibility of supervising such a large family appeared to
have proved too much for her* She exhibited neurotic patterns of
behavior* Both parents had been born in Puerto Rico and had come
to New York in 1915* There were frequent quarrels betv/een the
parents, and the father frequently deserted the home* The family
occupied a basement apartment in a densely populated neighborhood,
characterized by a high rate of delinquency* The crowded con¬
ditions in the home afforded Thomas little supervision and led him
to seek security in the street, with undesirable associates*
In the academic area, Thomas was seriously retarded* He was
a chronic truant and a behavior problem when he attended classes.
It was felt that Thomas’ behavior was patterned after that of an
older brother who had been placed in a reformatory*
At the Training School, Thomas was seen as a confused, immature
boy, who was the product of a poor home situation* He had a diffi¬
cult time in adjusting to the Training School routine* He was re¬
sistive to authority, resented supervision, and was involved in
frequent fights with other boys*
Thomas was seen by the psychiatrist after a futile attempt to
commit suicide. He had attempted to hang himself* This attempt
had occurred in the cottage at a time when the other boys had re¬
tired for the night* In discussing this attempt with the psy¬
chiatrist, the boy said, ’’he was only fooling*" This suicidal
attempt followed the committee’s decision that Thomas should re¬
main at the Training School for another period of six months be¬
fore his case would be reviev;ed again* Thomas had already been
at the Training School seventeen months*
Thomas was seen as a rather excitable, mentally dull boy, whose stan¬
dards and attitudes had been formed by associating and identifying himself
with undesirable characters. Because of the size of his family, the boy
had suffered both physical and emotional deprivations. The mother’s ill¬
ness and the father’s desertion of the home resulted in Thomas’ receiving
little or no guidance or supervision* In order to compensate for his in¬
adequacies, the boy sought recognition and status by becoming active in
street-gang activities.
This boy’s apparent weaknesses and poor home situation made it
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questionable whether he had developed enough ego-strength ever to offset
the pressures of his gang-ridden neighborhood.
Case 9
A Case of Malnutrition, an Institutionalized
Father* Alcoholism, and Enuresis
Floyd was a fifteen-year-old white boy who was committed
to the Training School on his first court appearance, for de¬
sertion of his home. He was of low-normal intelligence and
retarded academically. He was undernourished, being twenty
pounds under»;eight. He was the fourth among ten siblings.
The mother had been brought up in an institution for neglec¬
ted children and was reported of low mentality. She appar¬
ently had little interest in the boy and had had him placed
in two successive foster homes. The mother first referred
the boy to the Fordham Child Guidance Center because of his
neurosis. He was found to be emotionally disturbed and in¬
secure and in need of some psychotherapy. The father had
been in a mental institution since Floyd was two years old.
The mother remarried while the boy was still a youngster.
Floyd was unable to form a meaningful relationship with his
stepfather. The mother and stepfather were alcoholics.
At the Training School, Floyd was seen as a very weak,
passive, dependent boy who had a long history of neglect and
emotional deprivation. His father had been hospitalized for
mental illness. The mother had never shcw/n any interest in
the boy. Floyd had lived in foster homes and had never felt
accepted by any parent or substitute. His personality struc¬
ture showed the effects of this neglect. He had not deve¬
loped emotionally; he appeared unable to establish relation¬
ships in a mature manner, and he had developed habit patterns
of an infantile and neurotic character.
This boy’s records had been sent to the New York City
Office of the New York Training School for Boys. The boy’s
"sponsor" did not remember the details of the suicidal
attempt, but he did remember that the attempt had followed
the boy’s running away from the school after being repri¬
manded by the cottage parent for "bed-»/etting."
Floyd was a boy who had been exposed to a variety of "homes" and had
experienced a great deal of poor handling, rejection, and physical abuse.
His pathological original home environment had been verified as such by
reports from social agencies. This weak, timid boy had gotten little
out of the school situation. He remained shy, xvithdrawn, and fearful.
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The absence in the home of a male adult with whom the boy could identify
resulted in his becoming more dependent on the rejecting mother and very
hostile toward male adults. At times, however, he exhibited ambivalent
feelings toward the mother because of her treatment of his father and
siblings.
It was very difficult to fit Floyd into the school's program. He
needed constant protection and had to be re-assigned frequently because
of his inability to adjust to the group and because certain patterns of
behavior required disciplinary action. The committee felt that it would
not be possible to return him to the mother's home. It was recommended
that Floyd be transferred to an institution where he could receive in¬
tensive psychiatric treatment.
Case 10
A Case of Mental Defectiveness
Vincent was a fifteen-year-old white boy with a marked
congenital speech defect. He was committed to the Training
School after four court appearances. He was the seventh in
a family of ten children. Vincent could not read or write.
He had a great dislike for school, where he was considered
a chronic truant and a behavior problem. His I.Q. was in
the neighborhood of 60, for which reason he was thought to
bo a candidate for a state school for mental defectives.
His court appearances were on charges of burglary, truancy
and desertion of the home.
The family lived in a crowded, ill-kept wooden dwelling
in a high delinquency area. The mother had been born in
New York. She was a woman of indifferent sex standards hav¬
ing born three children out of wedlock. She had made numer¬
ous appearances in court on charges of burglary and theft
and was, at the time of this study, serving a sentence of
twenty years for burglary. The father had been born in
Italy, spoke very little English, and had little, if any,
education. He was employed as a laborer. He was a strict
disciplinarian which caused Vincent and his brothers to fre¬
quently desert the home. However, he appeared to be sincere
in his feelings toward his family.
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At the Training School, his sensitiveness about his speech
defect caused other hoys to taunt him* As a result he did not
fit well into the group* He was quick-tempered and argumenta¬
tive at one time and at another time moody and sullen* He was
well nourished and of excellent musculature* The following
statement was taken from the psychiatrist's report following
the hoy's suicidal attempt:
"The hoy did not appear to he injured seriously, although
the marks of the straps which he had used in attempting to
strangle himself were plainly visible* Efforts to engage the
hoy in conversation were entirely unsuccessful* Vincent was
in a sullen and resistive mood. He made only one or two non¬
committal replies in a rather snarling manner and made it very
plain that he did not want to he bothered*"
After discussing this incident with several hoys, it seemed
that the hoy's action followed some trouble that he had with
other hoys*
Vinoent was seen as a moronic, seriously retarded hoy, who had had
many traumatic experiences* His speech defect, coupled with his social
and physical deprivations, had produced a marked effect on his personal¬
ity development*
The prognosis for this hoy's adjustment to the Training School was
poor* Since his speech defect was such that he was practically unable
to verbalize, the committee decided that he would not profit by the
program at the Training School* It was recommended that he he trans¬
ferred to another institution*
Case 11
A Case of South-North Adjustment and
Resistance of Sodomy
Joyce was a fourteen-year-old Negro hoy who came to the
Training School after several court appearances for conduct
of a very aggressive nature* He was the fourth of a family
of eight children* Joyce showed low average intelligence*
He was retarded in school and recognized as a truant and a
disruptive influence in the classroom* His court appear¬
ances were on charges preferred by school authorities for
assaulting the teachers and pupils*
The family was known to the Department of Public Welfare
of New York City* The father was regarded as a sensitive
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unstable person. He had been born in South Carolina and had
rather strong feelings about the race issue, he was profound¬
ly hostile toward all whites. Expression of his feelings on
these and other issues were so emphatic that they often dis¬
rupted the harmony of the family by inciting quarrels with
the mother. He worked as a longshoreman. The mother was said
to have remained with the family, only because of her awareness
of her responsibilities toward the children. She recognized
the disturbing influence that the father had on the children
and often threatened separation. She identified Joyce with the
father and often used him as a means of getting revenge on the
father.
At the Training School, Joyce was seen not as seriously
delinquent but as a very sensitive, emotionally disturbed boy
who had been reacting to tensions and conflicts which found
release in aggressive outbursts. The social history suggested
that these emotional problems had their roots in an unsatis¬
factory relationship with the father. This relationship seem¬
ed to have resulted in mistrust of all adult persons. He
appeared to be restless, temperamental and characterized by a
great desire to be accepted.
After Joyce had been at the Training School four months,
he attempted suicide. The following are excerpts from the psy¬
chiatrist’s report of this attempti
’’When questioned about the suicidal attempt and the inci¬
dents pertaining to it, the boy retreated into a sullen and
rather hostile silence. He admitted only that he had been
having trouble with some of the boys in his cottage. However,
he had previously informed his social workers of sexual diffi¬
culties; he had been beaten by several of the boys when he re¬
fused to submit to them sexually. After this beating, he was
very disturbed and quite fearful of returning to this cottage."
There is little doubt that this suicidal attempt was pre¬
cipitated by the pressure put on Joyce by other boys in the
cottage. After this suicidal attempt, Joyce was transferred
to another cottage.
Joyce came from a home in which the standards were low, the super¬
vision lax, and emotional ties almost non-existent. The boy appeared to
have spent a good deal of time on the streets, and such interests and
drives as he had were centered around street fighting and other un¬
desirable group activities.
It was felt that this boy would profit greatly from the program
at the Training School but that his adjustment in the community would
fail because of the factors which still existed in the home.
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Case 12
Another Case of Resistance of Sodomy
John was a fairly slender, tall, fifteen-year-old, white
boy, who was committed to the Training School after a series
of court appearances* These appearances were for truancy,
unlawful entry, burglary, and desertion of the home* He show¬
ed high normal intelligence and academic achievement* He was
the only child in the family* The parents were divorced and
the father had remarried* Since the divorce, John had lived
alternately in the homes of his mother, his maternal grand¬
mother and his father* John's physical condition was good*
At the Training School, John was seen as a rather weak,
immature, and insecure boy* He got along well in the group
situation but appeared to be distrustful of adults* He acted
rather impulsively and tried to escape from unpleasant situa¬
tions either by running away from the school or by an exaggera¬
ted fantasy life* He childishly bragged about his delinquent
acts and often spoke of his conflicts with his stepmother* He
seemed to have little regard for the rights of others and tried
to "bulldoze” the weaker boys*
After John had been at the Training School one month, he
attempted suicide* The following statement was taken from the
medical report on John's suicidal attempt*
"On Friday ni^t, John went through some motions of trying
to kill himself by hanging* Whether this was a genuine attempt
or not is difficult to say* When seen the next morning, he was
lying quietly in bed and was quite free from depression or emo¬
tional disturbance* He stated that he had been bothered by
some boys in his cottage who tried to 'punk' him* He expressed
a desire to be removed from this cottage* The desire was
granted *"
John impressed the committee as a boy who was basically weak* It
appeared that he had never felt free of suspicion of adults and had never
really learned how to handle authority in an acceptable manner* The boy
had lacked the opportunity to relate to an adequate father person and had
felt unwanted by his mother and grandmother* He had very little insight
into the causes or the seriousness of his problems*
It was felt that he could face little frustration and that, if




Another Case of North-South Adjustment
Samuel was a fifteen-year-old Negro hoy of borderline
intelligence, who was admitted to the Training School after
three court appearances. These court appearances were on
charges of incorrigibility# snatching a pooketbook, and
assaulting a teacher.
He was born out of wedlock and was the second of six
children. His attitude to\r/ard school was negative. He
was scholastically retarded, a behavior problem and a chro¬
nic truant. He was in the seventh grade. The mother ap¬
peared to be weak and limited in her intelligence but with
some genuine warmth and love for her children. Her state¬
ments revealed that she and the children experienced diffi¬
culty in adjusting to "city life." (The family had been in
New York four years, having moved from South Carolina.) The
mother had borne two children out of wedlock. The mother
was unemployed and received public assistance. The legal
father was abusive, especially when drinking. He did not
support the family and frequently deserted the home. He had
not been in the home since 1946. Samuel's sister was also
known to the court and was the mother of a child born out of
wedlock. The family resided in a poor neighborhood.
At the Training School, Samuel was seen as a very dull,
unimaginative child who, because of his limited intellect,
approached situations without any critical judgement. At
times, Samuel was cooperative and congenial and mixed read¬
ily with the group, while at other times he was shy and
withdrawn. It was also noted that he responded to an auth¬
oritative approach with aggression while, in spite of his
limited intellectual endowment, he was able to respond
favorably to patient and warm interest.^
Samuel's pattern of response appeared to be that of a child who
comes from a limited cultural background, where he had been rarely
exposed to patterns of behavior which he could profitably emulate.
None of the father-persons who were in the home at different intervals
The complete records of the boys in Cases 13, 14 and 16 had been
transferred to the New York City Office of the New York State Training
School for Boys. Hcweverj. the psychiatrist stated that each boy had
attempted suicide by hanging and that each attempt followed some sex
difficulty that the boy experienced in his cottage.
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seems to have given the boy what he needed to develop a normal relationship.
Therefore, the boy seemed to be suffering from a form of rejection typified
by the absence of the father-person.
The committee felt that it was difficult to get a clear picture of
any emotional conflict because of the boy’s utter imperturbability and
equanimity. They concluded that the boy needed a long period of guidance
and supervision.
Case 14
Another Case of Physical Unattractiveness
Carter, a fourteen-year-old Negro boy, was admitted to the
Training School after three court appearances. These appearan¬
ces were on charges of neglect, truancy, and theft. He was the
fourth of five siblings, of whom two, including Carter, were
born as a result of extra-marital relationships. Carter was
well developed and possessed normal intelligence. He had suc¬
cessively attended several schools, his attendance record in
every case had been poor. He was in the fifth grade. The mo¬
ther lived in a "common law relationship” with the putative
father from 1926 until 1943, From this relationship, there
were four children. The parents ultimately became antagonis¬
tic toward one another, and the mother separated from the fa¬
ther in 1943, The mother was employed as a clerk earning
thirty-nine dollars a week. The father suffered from a hernia,
and also, cerebral arteriosclerosis, together with severe
rheumatic deformities of the fingers and other joints; he
walked bent over, with the aid of a cane. He seemed very much
interested in Carter's sisters but denied the paternity of
Carter and his brother. Three of Carter's sisters were known
to the court and had been placed in correctional institutions.
One had been placed in an institution for mental defectives.
At the Training School, Carter was seen as a rather weak,
inadequate, insecure boy who had a strong need to compensate
and gain recognition through aggressive behavior. This
aggressive "acting out” had caused him to experience many
difficulties in adjusting to the Training School's program.




Carter was seen as the product of a broken, disorganized home with
indifferent standards. The common-law "father,” although living in the
home, rejected Carter and his brother as fathered by another. All sib¬
lings, in due course, had appeared before the court as neglected chil¬
dren and were placed in foster homes. Carter seemed to be weak and in¬
secure, but showed few aggressive traits. There was nothing to indicate
that his delinquency involved a large part of his personality.
The committee felt that the boy was fundamentally strong and that,
under close guidance and supervision, he should make a favorable adjust¬
ment at the Training School. The committee also felt that, in view of
his poor home situation, he should remain at the school until he was old
enough to work and help support himself.
Case 15
A Case of a Mother Deceased in
Consequence of a Psychosis
Thomas was a fourteen-year-old Negro boy who had been
committed to the Training School after two court appearances.
Both appearances were on petition of the father that the boy
was incorrigible, ungovernable, habitually disobedient, and a
chronic truant from home and school. In the school area,
Thomas' adjustment was poor. He showed dull-normal intelli¬
gence and was in the eighth grade. The mother had died of a
mental disorder when Thomas was ten years old. Following her
death, he had been placed in various foster homes. His ad¬
justment in these homes had been poor, and, at the age of
twelve, he had returned to live with his father. The father
was an inadequate person with no real interest in nor under¬
standing of the boy’s problems. The father also exhibited
certain neurotic traits and had a record of several court
appearances.
At the Training School, Thomas was seen as an extremely in¬
secure and sensitive boy trying to appear "tough." His resent¬
ment of authority and his aggressive behavior was a source of
difficulty in adjusting to the school's program. In the group
situation, he was surly and arrogant and had numerous fights.^
lib id •9 P*
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Thoraaa was seen as an unstable boy suffering from deep-seated per¬
sonality disturbances which had developed over a long period of time*
These were the outgrowth of destructive relationships with a neurotic
mother, sui inadequate father, and unsatisfactory foster home placements.
Experiencing an unhappy home life without an adequate father-person and
too strongly tied to a neurotic mother, he was little prepared to face
the world in which he found himself on the death of his mother.
The effect of the father-son relationship and the boy’s immaturity
necessitated his remaining at the Training School for a long period of
time. Since the home had so little of a constructive nature to offer,
the possibility of placing the boy in a foster home was explored. The
prognosis for this adjustment seemed poor, however, since he had pre¬
viously shown his dislike for being so domiciled.
The apparent reason why "hanging” was chosen by the boys as a means
of committing suicide was that it was practically the only method availa¬
ble that might prove successful. First, these attempts could be made at
night when the boys and cottage parents were supposedly asleep. Second¬
ly, the boys were not permitted to carry any knives or such personal
articles at all on their person. These articles were taken from them on
their admission to the school and returned to them only when the boy was
released again to the community. Thirdly, no attempts were made during
the day out of fear lest other members of the group prevent the com¬
pletion of the act.
CHAPTER V
SUf/WARY AND CONCLUSION
The fifteen hoys in this study were committed to the New York State
Training School on the follcwing charges* petty theft, assault and battery,
desertion of the home, being "incorrigible aocl ungovernable," and homicide.
In most cases, there were additional charges, such as unlawful entry, bur¬
glary, and truancy. One of the boys was admitted to the Training School
after his first appearance before the court. Two of the boys were ad¬
mitted after their eighth appearance. The median for the group was three
appearances prior to commitment.
Analysis of the case records revealed that most of these boys came
from broken homes or homes where there was considerable conflict in the
family group. These homes for the most part were located in deteriorated
neighborhoods characterized by crime, poverty and physical neglect. The
homes were overcrov;ded, and the families of the boys were largely in the
lower economic group. Only two of the families earned ein income adequate
for the necessities of life. Eleven of the families 7;ere receiving aid
from some social agency, while two fluctuated between self-support and
dependency (without, however, seeking the aid of any social group.)
The family relationships of the boys under consideration were all
but conducive to normal emotional development. Nine of the boys had
been rejected by one or both parents from an early age. The fathers
for the most part wore stern, domineering persons who had little under¬
standing of children and their problems. The mothers were seen largely
as neglectful and inadequate.
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The delinquency period of the boys ranged from a few weeks to several
years* Petty theft was the most frequent type of anti-social behavior ex¬
hibited by the Negro boys, while truanoy, burglary, and unlawful entry
were the most prevalent among white boys.
To facilitate treatment in the general program of the school, the boys
were classified into five categories. These categories were: (l) Situa-
tional - Cases in this group presented no great personality distortion or
gross conflict. A manipulative type of environmental treatment was thought
necessary in order for the boys to make an acceptable adjustment in the
community. One boy was classified in this group. (2) Personality - This
group included boys with deep-seated emotional problems. They usually re¬
quired intensive psychiatric service to help them work through their con¬
flicts. Twelve of the boys in this study were classified in this group,
(3) ^00ial - This group included boys who appeared to lack significant
attachments or loyalties. This group of boys were essentially self-cen¬
tered youngsters. One of the boys in this study was classified in this
group. (4) Pseudo-Social - This group included boys whose attitudes and
standards were those of a delinquent group and who had strong loyalties
to other delinquents. The problem was to direct their loyalty into so¬
cially acceptable channels. None of the boys in this study was classified
in this group* (5) Medical - This group was made up of boys with emotion¬
al problems stemming from physical disabilities. One of the bc^s in this
study was classified in this group.
Treatment at the school was planned on an individual basis and was
designed to assist the boys in securing insight into the reasons for their
behavior. The time spent in the school’s re-training, re-orientating and
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re-eduoating process covered a period of from three months to twenty-two
months •
In the controlled environment of the training school* only two of the
fifteen boys found it comparatively easy to make a good adjustment* After
their suicidal attempts, twelve of the fifteen boys were transferred to
other correctional institutions.
A careful consideration of the background of the boys in this study
showed the importance of early home environment in the lives of those who
came to the training school* For the most part, these youths came from
homes where the interests of the boys from early childhood had been secon¬
dary to those of neglecting and inadequate parents* Because of certain de¬
privations, these boys became rebellious, incorrigible, defiant, quarrel¬
some, antagonistic, and destructive* These aggressive reactions shov/ed
themselves at home, at school and during play*
Several factors enter into the method of suicide that any given in¬
dividual will choose* Undoubtedly, accessibility is important, and the
person determined to die is apt to use the most convenient means availa¬
ble at the moment* Due to the rigid restrictions at the Training School,
the most accessible method of suicide was "hanging,” and that was the
method that most boys chose in attempting suicide at the School*
In summing up the factors pertaining to the suicidal attempts of
the boys in this study, it would seem that "guilt feelings" resulting
from their engagement in homosexual sex play was a deminent factor* How¬
ever, these external circumstances merely acted as inhibiting or en¬
couraging forces; rarely did anyone of them alone drive the boy to such
action unless he was already harassed by some serious emotional conflict*
This is borne out by the record of each boy which indicated that the boy
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was recognized as possessing some personality disorder prior to his coming
to the Training School* At the Training School, the boys in this study
for the most part had been categorized as belonging in the Personality
Group* It was the opinion of the Psychiatrist that these boys had ob¬
tained very little satisfaction from their human relationships; in short,
they had not attained emotional maturity and had not learned to accept
the vicissitudes of Joy, sorrow, pleasure, pain, victory, and defeat as
integral parts of human experience* It was recognized that some of the
boys would require intensive psychiatric service, and therefore, every
effort was made to effect these boys’ transfer to other institutions where
such service would be available* When this could not be arranged, the boy
was reluctantly transferred to an institution characterized by more strin¬
gent methods of control*
It must be emphasized at this point that (l) this study is such that
it could hardly exhaust the complexities of the dynamic interrelations ob¬
taining between our subjects and their surroundings, the nature of some
of which was self-evident while much else could only be guessed; (z) not
every subject was considered seriously delinquent or a psychopathioally
disturbed youngster at the time of this study* However, most of the boys
had, over a period of years, shown sm undeviating pattern of aggressive
anti-social behavior*
Just as there is no single cause for delinquency, so there is no
one method to prevent it* The causative factors are multiple and com¬
plex and our attack must likewise be many-sided* No one program of any
one agency can be of exclusive avail* All community services that are
concerned with the welfare of children - churches, schools, recreational
centers, health services, guidance centers, and the juvenile courts
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must be utilized* They must plan and work together in a coordinated pro¬
gram based upon the needs of all the children in the community* Such a
program would aim to fill the gaps in essential services, to eliminate
duplication of effort, and to make the best possible use of community re¬
sources* Nor can the task of preventing delinquency be delegated solely
to experts; it takes the united effort of everyone in the community* The
best schools, churches, clinics, playgrounds, and parks are of minor
worth unless the child has, first and foremost, a stable and secure fam¬
ily (or substitute) life in which has fundamental physical, social, and
emotional needs can be met*
APPENDIX
SCHEDULE
(1) Ages of the boys at the time of admission
(2) Frequency of Juvenile Court Appearances




(4) Assault and Robbery
(5) Assault
(6) Sex delinquency
(7) Desertion of home
(8) Armed Robbery
(9) Other
(4) Disposition of delinquencies prior to commitment
(1) Placement on Probation
(2) Dismissed or Discharged
(3) Commitment to Correctional Institutions
(4) Placement in foster home
(5) Marital Status of the families of the boys




(6) Legitimacy of boys studied
(7) Persons with whom the boys were residing at the time of commitment
(8) Occupational status of Persons with whom boy resided
(a) Both parents employed
(b) Father employed
(c) Mother employed, etc*
(9) Number of children in Family
(a) 1 child
(b) 2 children, etc.
(c) Ordinal position(10)Grade Placement and School Retardation
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68(b)Advanced in School
(o) In Normal Grade for G.A.
(d) In Adjustment Class
(11) The I.Q.'s of the boys as revealed by Psychological Tests at the
Training School
(12) The mental potential ability of the Boys as revealed by Psycholo¬

























d* Desire for Independence
e* Desire for Recogiition




(o) Born in North
(d) Born in South
(18) Adjustments of the hoys as revealed by cottage plaoements
1* Placement
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